. IABRATIVE OF THE U, S.

TATION, TONGUE POINT, ASTORIA, CRE=
5 to 1 OCTOBIR 1946

’

At the close of VWorld War Two the U. S. Naval Station, Port

?ﬁbcks was under a Basie Box Rase Loads Program, This was,quickly

,diawn to a close and on September 19, 1945, Port Docks was estab=-

lighed as a temporary berthing area for the 19th Fleet. A%t the

‘same time, the Tongue Point Naval Station was established as the

permanent berthing aree when it was changed from the Bureau of
Aeronautics to the Bureau of Ships 1/ and was redesignated as the
U. 8. Waval Station, Tongue Point, Oregon. 2/

On 1 September 1945 the United States Naval Station, Astoria
was under the command of Captain A. R. Ponto, but on 6 October 194!
Captain Ligon B. ird was made Commanding Officer of Fort Docks and
on 1 Jamuary 1946 also took over command of Tongue Point., About
the same time Captain Samuel P, Jenkins was made Commender Colum=~
bia River Group, berthed in Astoria and Portland.

On April 24, 1946, the area starting at the extreme north
end of Tongue Point, proceeding due east approximately four thou-
sand five hundred feet, thence due south, approximetely eleven

thousand feet to the north tip of John Day Point, thence following

T/ (CF 515-R-FFC, Ber: 101P515-C lovember 1945)
2/ Seclav ltr, oplk,er 134 P24 of 29 November 1945
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the Seattle, Portlend, and Spokane Heilroad end the shore=line
of Cathlamet Bay back to the point of beginning, was dedieated
as lott Basin afﬁer the late Fepresentative Jemes R, ilott of
Oregon. 3/ This area wes to be used to build eight finger piers
which would come to the cost of approximetely five million dollars
The ships were decommissioned at Port Docks and Portland, and will
be permenently docked here. The ships designated fér this spot
are as follows:

/4 nmine leying ships

24 landing eraft (infantry, large)

24, landing craft, support

124 landing craft (tank)

39 lending ships (medium)

O landing ships, nmedium (rocket)

24 landing ships, tenk

& lending ersft (flotills, flagship)

26 submerine chasers

49 mine swveepers

18 motor nmine sweepers

/, repair ships (battle demage)
4 repair ghips {internal combustion engine)
10 repair shivs (internal combustion engine)

10 repair ships, landing craft

3/ OP 24 B PD Ser: 243 P2 dated 18 December 1945
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1 aireraft repair ship

-

2 floating work shops

.9 covered lighters

15 seaplane wrecking derricks

7 ocean tugs

36 large harbor tugs

9 emell harbor tugs

& barracks ships

On 28 lzy 1946, the berthing facility et Fortland, Uregon was

esteblished s a subordinate command under the U, S. Haval Stetion,
Tengue Point, Oregon. 4/

The desetivating of these ships consicgted first of securing

8]

the ships to the berths and making them zirtight to prevent corro-
sion and decomposition of materials., The ships were then de<humi-
fied with a for“ of inexpensive air conditioning developed in the
Hevy. All stores excent provisions, ammunition znd fuel are kept
on board., The ghips are steffed with a skeleton erevw in 2 cave=-
taker status and maintained in such a conditiom that they could be
fully manned in ten deye and ready for action after o twenbty=day
shekedown cruise, 5/ Lt the present date, four hundred and twenty
nine of the ships have been or are in the process of beifjg decom-

missioned. All work is expected to be finisghed by Ucitober 1947,

s piers will be reburned to the Fort

4/ CIO 2115582
5/ Tmvy Dey Speech by Captein H, €. Fischer in istoria 26 October
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of Lstoria. The requested persommel, when the base ig completed,

ig eighiteen officérs and two hundred men,
It is ouite natural, with so much ectivity, for many problems
1L s . o § A

to heve arisen. One of the first problems was the repid rate at
which the reserve personnel was being discharged. 6/ It made g
great turn-over of men & necessity and at the same Time created

a feeling of genersl unrest., To add to this latter feeling, many
of the responsibilitiss were éivideé between the two stations
which are located a distance of eix miles gpart. HNHowever, time

is graduslly zlleviating these problems, and in spite of this

s

chronie manpower cshortege, the program is

{..I L)

progressing aceord

ok ng
to schedule. The first IST was moved alongside the newly construe.
ted piers on Oetober 19, 19406, and since thet time over twenty-fow

IST's have assuned their new vositions.

6/ FEnclosures B, and C.
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Pergonnel count at the U, 2, Iaval Sfetion, Astoris, Oregon,
including the ColRivGrp of the NINETEENIE Fleetb:

Sept 45 1200
Oct 1200
ov 1300
Dec 1400
Jan Y46 1500
Feb 2000
lar 2500
Lpr 2800
Vey 3100 = 75 ghips
June 2200
July 1800
Aug 1300
Sept 1100
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Persommel count at the U, 5. Naval Station, Astoris, O

exclusive of dependent unite:

lar
Lpr
lay
June
July

Lug

146
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